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Description
A beekeeper is a person who keeps honey bees. Other 
names for beekeepers include honey farmers, apia-
rists, and less frequently, apiculturists. A person who 
keeps honey bees in beehives, boxes, or other con-
tainers is referred to as a beekeeper. The creatures 
are not under the beekeeper’s control. The hives, 
boxes, and related tools belong to the beekeeper. The 
bees are allowed to swarm or forage as they like. As 
the beekeeper’s hive offers a tidy, dark, protected 
home, bees frequently return there.
Hobby beekeepers
Two beekeepers using a smoker while inspecting 
their hives in Cornwall, United Kingdom. The majority 
of beekeepers do it as a pastime. These people often 
own or work with a small number of hives. Their pri-
mary draws are an enthusiasm for ecology and natu-
ral science. This activity produces honey as a byprod-
uct. Hobby beekeeping is rarely successful outside of 
Europe, where the absence of organic bee products 
occasionally results in buoyant demand for privately 
produced honey, as it normally involves a substantial 
investment to set up a modest apiary and dozens of 
hours of labour with hives and honey equipment. 
Those who are interested in having their own bee-
hives can engage in beekeeping as a hobby or career. 
Beekeepers make money by selling wax, honey, and 
honeycomb. Honey is in high demand and is worth 
more than oil. Hence, beekeeping has the ability to 
help people earn extra money while simultaneously 
helping the environment through effective cross-pol-
lination. But, beginning a beekeeping business has 
a price. Early investments are costly because they 
are often repaid with the first year’s income. Profit 
should not be anticipated until the third or fourth 

year. Those who are interested in keeping beehives in 
their backyards should also take the legal consider-
ations into account.
Honey, beeswax, pollen, propolis, and royal syrup are 
all products made by honey bees. Queens and other 
bees are occasionally raised by beekeepers for sale 
to other farms and for scientific research. Addition-
ally, beekeepers use honeybees to assist producers of 
fruits and vegetables with pollination. Beekeeping is 
a popular recreational activity. Others do it in order 
to make money, either as a secondary job or as a busi-
ness. These elements have an impact on how many 
hives the beekeeper keeps.
Side line beekeepers
A part-time beekeeper relies on another source of in-
come while trying to turn a profit with beekeeping. 
Up to 300 bee colonies may be managed by sideliner 
beekeepers, which annually produce 10 to 20 metric 
tonnes of honey worth tens of thousands of dollars in 
the US.
Commercial beekeepers
Hundreds or thousands of bee colonies are under the 
management of commercial beekeepers. The largest 
maintain up to 50,000 bee colonies and can generate 
millions of pounds of honey annually. Petro Prokop-
ovych, a Ukrainian beekeeper who ran 6600 colonies, 
was the first significant commercial beekeeper. 
Notable beekeepers
There have been individuals who have contributed to 
the success of honey bee keeping along the way since 
Petro Prokopovych became the first significant com-
mercial beekeeper. These beekeepers contributed to 
the development of the field by researching their ge-
netics, authoring renowned novels, and creating gad-
gets to aid in the trade.


